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THE KAVANAUGH HEARINGS | ACCUSER VS. ACCUSED 


SENATE SHOWDOWN 


I am here today not because | want to be. I 
am terrified. | am here because | believe it 


is my civic duty to tell you what happened to me 
while Brett Kavanaugh and | were in high school. 


Searing account brings 


By Robert Barnes, 
Seung Min Kim, and Elise Viebeck 
WASHINGTON POST 
ASHINGTON — The most 
consequential Supreme 


Court opening in a genera- 
tion gave rise to the most 
bitter Senate hearing in 
memory Thursday, as California profes- 
sor Christine Blasey Ford accused Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh of sexually assaulting 
her when both were teenagers and Ka- 
vanaugh angrily assailed Democrats for 
pushing what he said were false accusa- 
tions to “blow me up and take me down.” 

The day began with an emotional punch 
as a self-described “terrified” Ford, her 
voice shaking at times, described in stark 
detail being pinned on a bed by a drunk 


SAUL LOEB / Pool via AP 


Vote Scheduled 


> The Senate Judiciary Committee is 
to vote Friday on Kavanaugh’s 
nomination. A vote by the full Senate 
would occur on Tuesday. 


Kavanaugh at a gathering of high schoolers. 
Hours later, the drama escalated as a 
seething Kavanaugh faced the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee from the same chair 
and adamantly denied her allegations. 
“You may defeat me in the final vote, but 
you'll never get me to quit. Never,” the red- 
faced and defiant nominee told Democrats. 
By the end of the day, Senate GOP lead- 
ers vowed to press ahead, with the Judi- 
See KAVANAUGH on A4 


G G Pm not questioning that Dr. Ford may have 
been sexually assaulted by some person in 


some place at some time. But | have never done 
this. To her or to anyone. ... | am innocent. 


Brett Kavanaugh 


MICHAEL REYNOLDS / Pool via AP 


combative denial 


| 


Sen. Lindsey Graham called the hearing the “most 
unethical sham since I’ve been in politics.” AP, Pool 


LESSON TIME: Law school students, profs watch closely. 


TESTIMONY: 
Two voices 
help define 


country’s 
divide. 


By Jonathan Tamari 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 
WASHINGTON — Christine 
Blasey Ford’s voice was soft and 
sometimes pinched, and it broke 
at times. But it echoed across 
the country. 
Seared in her memory, Ford 
said, was the night decades ago 


Kylie Finley (right), a second-year student at Rutgers Law School, and 


others in Camden watch the Senate hearing. TIM TAI / Staff Photographer 


By Susan Snyder 
STAFF WRITER 

It was a historic moment, one 
not lost on the more than 30 stu- 
dents and professors who gath- 
ered in a conference room at Rut- 
gers Law School as an emotional 
yet steady Christine Blasey Ford 
said Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh had pinned her 
down on a bed when they were 
in high school and assaulted her. 

“She’s very credible,” said Ky- 
lie Finley, 22, a second-year law 
student from Vineland, N.J. 
“She’s been incredibly strong. 
Contrary to what many people 
are saying, she does remember 
most of the details. She’s not 
changing her story. It was 36 


years ago and she still remem- 
bers it. Just the fact that she’s 
there telling her story and con- 
fronting all these horrible accusa- 
tions against her is incredible.” 

Students found Kavanaugh, 
who testified forcefully and of- 
ten tearfully in the afternoon 
that Ford’s allegations were 
false, less credible. 

“Tm not swayed by it,” said Na- 
kea Barksdale, 24, a second-year 
student from Willingboro. “I 
think he’s honestly crying be- 
cause this is jeopardizing his ca- 
reer.” 

But Dennis Patterson, a law 
professor, who after hearing 
Ford’s testimony in the morning 

See STUDENTS on A8 


THE KAVANAUGH HEARINGS: FULL COVERAGE INSIDE 


> ELECTORAL WORRIES: GOP 


fears a failure to confirm. A3 the day’s testimony. A6 


> PANEL: Four experts analyze 


> INCREASE: Crisis centers see a 
spike in calls. A8 


> RONNIE POLANECZKY: What 
Kavanaugh could have said. A15 


that Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh sexually as- 
saulted her while they were in 
high school — covering her 
mouth to prevent her screaming 
as a friend watched and laughed. 

“Indelible in the hippocampus 
is the laughter, the uproarious 
laughter, between the two,” re- 
called Ford, a research psycholo- 
gist. “I was underneath one of 
them while the two laughed.” 

Hours later, Kavanaugh was 
just as firm in denying it ever 
happened, his voice booming, de- 
fiant and angry. 

“This confirmation process 
has become a national disgrace,” 
he said, as he delivered, some- 
times near tears, an emotional 
45-minute opening statement. 
“You have replaced advise and 
consent with search and destroy.” 

He refused to bow out. “I cate- 

See TESTIMONY on A5 
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BUSINESS 


SEC seeks to oust Musk as Tesla CEO 


Probe says his tweet on taking 
firm private misled investors. 


By Matt Robinson 
BLOOMBERG 
Tesla Inc. chief executive officer Elon 
Musk was accused by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission of misleading in- 
vestors when he tweeted that he had fund- 
ing lined up to take the company private. 
The SEC’s allegation, contained in a law- 
suit filed fewer than two months after 
Musk’s August tweet, sent Tesla’s shares 
down more than 13 percent in after-hours 


Musk reportedly 
calculated a stock 
price to amuse his 
girlfriend. ap 
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trading dropping from $307.52 to $266.50 
at 6:15 p.m. Thursday. It sought unspeci- 
fied monetary penalties and added a mar- 
ket-rattling request — that a judge bar 
Musk from serving as an officer or direc- 
tor of a public company. 

The SEC brought the case swiftly be- 
cause its investigation was done — and 
impact would be greatest soon after the 
alleged misconduct, SEC co-enforcement 
director Steve Peikin said in a news con- 
ference. 

That request could force Musk to step 
to the negotiating table quickly to reach a 

See MUSK on A10 


